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TAGS: FR, SNAR 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS COUNTRY PAPER 

1 . REQUEST ANY REDRAFTING REQUIRED TO UPDATE PRESENT 
NARCOTICS COUNTRY PAPER ON FRANCE. THIS PAPER APPEARS 

IN UNCLASSIFIED BRIEFING BOOK FOR AGENCY USE IN RESPONSE TO 
PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES. WOULD APPRECIATE 
HAVING MISSION COMMENTS IF POSSIBLE BY THE END OF THE WEEK. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESENT PAPER ON FRANCE. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

1. ILLICIT DRUG PROBLEM. 

- DRUG ABUSE HAS BECOME AN INCREASINGLY SERIOUS PROBLEM IN 
FRANCE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. AS THE PROBLEM HAS 
AROUSED MORE PUBLIC CONCERN IT HAS ALSO BECOME MORE 
DIFFICULT TO CONTROL. TRAFFICKING HAS TENDED AWAY FROM BIG 
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SHIPMENTS ALTHOUGH IMPORTANT SEIZURES OF ILLICIT DRUGS ARE 
BEING MADE. THE NUMBER OF SMALL-TIME TRAFFICKERS, WHO TRA- 
VEL TO AMSTERDAM FOR THEIR SUPPLIES, HAS RISEN SHARPLY. 

ALL METHODS OF TRANSPORTATION ARE USED AND THE FRENCH 
AUTHORITIES HAVE HAD ONLY LIMITED SUCCESS IN INTERRUPTING 
THEM. THERE IS STILL A TRICKLE OF WHITE HEROIN COMING FROM 
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MARSEILLE, BUT THIS APPEARS TO BE OLD STOCK RATHER THAN NEW 
PRODUCTION. 

- THE EMERGENCE OF THE DRUG ABUSE PROBLEM IN FRANCE, WHICH 
DATES FROM 1969, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE EXPANSION OF FRENCH 
COOPERATION WITH THE US OVER THE PAST EIGHT YEARS, THE SEI- 
ZURE OF SIX IMPORTANT LABORATORIES AROUND MARSEILLE AND THE 
DISRUPTION OF INTERNATIONAL TRAFFICKING IN HEROIN FROM 
FRANCE. FRENCH ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS AND THE CUT-OFF OF 
TURKISH POPPY PRODUCTION LED TO REDUCED SUPPLIES OF 
HEROIN; EFFORTS CURRENTLY FOCUS ON CONTROL OF HEROIN 
ORIGINATING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AS WELL AS HASHISH 

ARRIVING FROM NORTH AFRICA. 

2. DRUG CONTROL EFFORTS. 

- THE FRENCH POLICE JUDICIAIRE ARE IN CHARGE OF DRUG 
CONTROL EFFORTS IN FRANCE. THAT AGENCY HAS MORE THAN 175 
AGENTS, STATIONED PRIMARILY IN ITS PARIS HEADQUARTERS AND 
AT MARSEILLE AND NICE. THE FRENCH ALSO HAVE LIAISON 
PERSONNEL AT DEA REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS AT NEW YORK. 

FRANCE IS A MEMBER OF THE UN COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 
AND PARTICIPATES IN ITS PROGRAMS. FRENCH LEGISLATION WAS 
PASSED IN 1970 WHICH RESTRUCTURED PENALTY PROVISIONS 

AND ESTABLISHED SENTENCES UP TO 20 YEARS FOR NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKING. 
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- SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF HEROIN AND HASHISH AND SMALLER 
QUANTITIES OF COCAINE AND HASHISH OIL CONTINUE TO BE 
SEIZED IN FRANCE THROUGH COOPERATION OF FRENCH AND US 
ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES. FRENCH POLICE EFFORTS HAVE 
RECENTLY BEEN GREATLY INTENSIFIED TO DEAL WITH AN 
INCREASE IN SMALL-TIME DRUG TRAFFICKING. THE FRENCH ARE 
ALSO INTENSIFYING THE PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION TO INTERDICT ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFIC WITHIN 
EUROPE. 

- FRANCE HAS RATIFIED THE PSYCHOTROPIC CONVENTION AND THE 
AMENDING PROTOCOL TO THE SINGLE CONVENTION. FRANCE HAS 
CONTRIBUTED DOLS 100,000 TO THE UNFDAC. 

3. US PROGRAMS. 

- COOPERATION BETWEEN FRENCH AND US AUTHORITIES GREATLY 
EXPANDED AFTER 1969, AND HAS BEEN ORGANIZED IN 
PERIODIC TRIPARTITE MEETINGS (INCLUDING CANADA) OF 
PRINCIPAL DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONAL COOPERATION THROUGH DEA 
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PERSONNEL AT PARIS, MARSEILLE, AND NICE, SERVING AS LIAISON 
WITH THE POLICE IUDICIAIRE. TRAINING ASSISTANCE AND 
CERTAIN EQUIPMENT WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE FRENCH, AND 
EXCHANGES CONTINUE REGARDING METHODS AND TECHNIQUES. IN 
1975 THIS WAS EXPANDED TO INCLUDE IN-COUNTRY TRAINING FOR 
FRENCH CUSTOMS OFFICERS. IN 1971 THE US AND FRANCE 
SIGNED AN AGREEMENT FORMALIZING THE COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE RESPECTIVE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, AND THIS AGREEMENT 
WAS RENEWED IN 1976. THE AGREEMENT AUTHORIZES DEA TO HAVE 
TWELVE SPECIAL AGENTS IN FRANCE. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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